Pseudomonas tolaasii: extra-genomic factor mediates toxin production and efficiency.
Pseudomonas tolaasii is responsible for brown blotch symptoms on Agaricus bisporus. Investigations among 15 P. tolaasii wild-type strains revealed the existence of an extra-genomic factor. Pseudomonas tolaasii CNBP2152D, a spontaneous derivative of the wild-type strain CNBP2152 which has lost the factor, exhibited a significant decline in pathogenicity. Comparison of blotch symptoms induced by toxins extracted from CNBP2152 and CNBP2152D showed that the extragenomic factor mediates toxin production and efficiency.